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PROVIDING WORK AUTHORIZATION
FOR NONIMMIGRANT SPOUSES
OF TREATY TRADERS AND
TREATY INVESTORS

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 5, 2001

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I support pas-
sage of this legislation, which was sponsored
by Chairman GEKAS, Ranking Member JACK-
SON-LEE, and Congresswoman LOFGREN. Even
though current law permits spouses of E visa
holders to come to the United States, those
same spouses are not allowed to work here.
The effect is to limit a household to one in-
come for no apparent reason.

H.R. 2277 reverses that by simply allowing
the spouses to work in the United States. Not
only is this good for immigrant families, which
now would be able to rely on two incomes, but
it also will increase the labor pool and in-
crease tax revenues. For these reasons, the
bill passed both the Immigration Sub-
committee and the full Judiciary Committee by
voice votes.

f

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO MR. ROB-
ERT L. BRANDT ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT AS SUPERINTENDENT
FROM THE VANTAGE CAREER
CENTER

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 6, 2001

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
to rise today to recognize a great man who
has touched many young lives, Mr. Robert L.
Brandt. Mr. Brandt has spent the last 25 years
as superintendent of the Vantage Career Cen-
ter in Van Wert, Ohio. This month, he is step-
ping down to take a less active role for the re-
mainder of the year when he will officially re-
tire.

In his 25 years, Mr. Brandt has turned the
Vantage Career Center into one of the shining
stars in the State of Ohio. In 1974, he was
asked to join the effort to create a vocational
school for Van Wert. He was responsible for
choosing the site and developing a building fi-
nancial plan to have the school open in two
years. Right on schedule, the doors of the
Vantage Vocational School, as it was originally
known, opened in 1976 serving only four
school districts. Today, more than eleven
school districts send their students to the Van-
tage Vocational School. In addition, each year
more than 5,000 dollars adults gain valuable
work and career skills through Vantage’s Adult
Education Program.

Mr. Brandt has never taken his eye off what
was truly important, the students. In a recent
newspaper article he was quoted as saying,

‘‘My biggest joy in all of this is seeing the
number of students who have attended Van-
tage who have made real successes of them-
selves—especially those who hadn’t done very
well in school before coming here.’’

Though Mr. Brandt officially stepped down
as superintendent on July 1, 2001, he has re-
mains at Vantage as Special Projects Coordi-
nator ensuring a smooth transition for the new
superintendent.

Mr. Speaker, year after year professionals
such as Mr. Brandt dedicate their lives to the
future of America. There is no more important
or challenging job than that of our nation’s
educators. At this time, I ask my colleagues of
the 107th Congress to join me in saluting Mr.
Brandt and all that he has done for the youth
of Ohio.

f

IN HONOR OF NEW YORK’S SCHOOL
OF STRINGS

HON. JERROLD NADLER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 6, 2001

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor New York’s School for Strings on its
30th Anniversary. The School for Strings,
which annually trains approximately 300 stu-
dents and thirty teachers of violin, cello, and
piano, is one of the oldest and most distin-
guished Suzuki programs in the United States.
The school’s founder and director, Miss Louise
Behrend, was one of the first musicians and
teachers to bring the Suzuki approach to the
United States, and the success of the program
today is evidence of her persistence and the
school’s excellence.

In its first thirty years, the School for Strings
has enriched the lives of over one thousand
families, teaching many the skills needed to
earn placement in some of the finest graduate
programs and orchestras in the country.
Former School for Strings students can be
heard in the orchestras of the Metropolitan
Opera, the Boston Symphony, the Chicago
Symphony, and numerous other world-class
groups, and at the music conservations of
such distinguished schools as Julliard, East-
man, Curtis, Peabody, and Oberlin. Equally
prominent is the school’s Teacher Training
Program, which has graduated more than 400
qualified Suzuki teachers who bring their
knowledge of music to many eager mind
around the country.

The School for Strings has also added
music into the lives of many underprivileged
children through its Start-Up Program. The
Start-Up Program pairs children with SFS
teacher trainees at reduced rates. After three
years, many of the students continue the Su-
zuki Program with scholarship assistance for
the school. For the past five years, the School
for Strings has offered an after-school Suzuki
program at PS 116 with lessons three times a
week in violin and cello for elementary school-
age students.

The School for Strings, in its first 30 years,
has brought to many the lifelong gift of being
able to make music, and the accompanying
discipline, concentration, and intellectual stim-
ulation. These fortunate students will be to-
morrow’s orchestra musicians, talented ama-
teurs and music lovers. On June 16th, 2001,
twelve hundred of these former students gath-
ered to fill Carnegie Hall with music, a cele-
bration of the tremendous contribution the
school has made to New York City and com-
munities around the country. Congratulations
to the School for Strings on 30 years of musi-
cal excellence, and I look forward to 30 more
years of beautiful music!

f

PROVIDING FOR WORK AUTHOR-
IZATION FOR NONIMMIGRANT
SPOUSES OF INTRACOMPANY
TRANSFEREES

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 5, 2001

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I support pas-
sage of this legislation, which makes two posi-
tive changes to immigration law. First, be-
cause of how current immigration law oper-
ates, multi-national companies are having a
difficult time encouraging overseas employees
to work in the United States. This is because
U.S. law would not permit the spouses of
those employees to work here; in essence, if
the employee wants to relocate to the United
States with a spouse, that spouse would have
to give up his or her career. The effect is to
deny such families the ability to seek two in-
comes and to limit our revenues from taxing
that second income. To rectify this, H.R. 2278
changes the law so that spouses of intra-com-
pany transferees can work in the United
States.

Second, current law requires that intra-com-
pany transferees be continuously employed in
the United States for one year before being el-
igible for permanent residency here. This long
waiting period makes it difficult for employers
to bring qualified employees to the United
States. H.R. 2278 corrects this situation by re-
ducing the waiting period to six months. This
bill is good for immigrant families, and it is
good for employers.

f

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO MR.
ALBERT ‘‘ALLIE’’ J. ALLMAN

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 6, 2001

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to recognize a close
personal friend of mine, Mr. Albert ‘‘Allie’’ J.
Allman, Jr. I have been fortunate to call Allie
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my friend for more than 30 years. Over his
lifetime, he has dedicated himself to working
for the benefit of his country, the State of Ohio
and the Tiffin community.

His volunteerism began in 1943 as a Navy
serviceman, and has continued in various po-
litical, social and service organizations includ-
ing the City Council, the Park Board, the Betty
Jane Rehabilitation Center, the Cerebral Palsy
Committee, the Elks, the Sierra Club, and as
a Eucharistic minister at St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church.

While serving as secretary of the Chamber
of Commerce in 1955, he aided in forming
Tiffin’s first industrial and economic develop-
ment corporation, and in acquiring land for the
Seneca County Airport and Riverview Inn
Complex. From 1952 through 1961, Allie was
the Director of the Community Chest, which
was a forerunner of the United Way.

Although he is semi-retired after 22 years as
a claims manager of United Insurance Com-
pany, Allie is still active in politics. Allie is well
respected by many public officials throughout
Ohio because of his ability to work with all
people and see all sides of a situation.

Allie is currently secretary of the Seniors
And Lawman Together (S.A.L.T.) Council,
which he helped form. This organization unites
seniors and law enforcement officers in work-
ing together for a safer community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues of the
107th Congress to join me in saluting Allie for
his years of service to the Tiffin community
and the State of Ohio. I want to also wish my
dear friend, his wife Jane, their five children
and their seven grandchildren all the best in
their future endeavors.

f

A TRIBUTE TO DEBORAH RITTER
PLOTZ-PIERCE

HON. JERROLD NADLER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 6, 2001

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Deborah Ritter Plotz-Pierce for a
lifetime of educating and inspiring New York
City students. A group of her most dedicated
fans, students in her sixth grade class of
1963–64, will be gathering on Sunday, Octo-
ber 7th to thank her for the significant role she
played in shaping their lives. In the words of
one of her students, she sparked the imagina-
tion of her students to ‘‘achieve, accomplish,
reach and claim their place in the American
Dream.’’

After graduating from Brooklyn College,
Deborah Plotz-Pierce began a career that
would impact the lives of countless students.
From 1958 to 1965, she worked at PS 213 in
the East New York section of Brooklyn, where
she was assigned to work with gifted and tal-
ented students and their parents. After
marrying Milton Plotz-Pierce and having her
first child, she would begin a battle that would
impact the lives of many women. After falling
victim to the rules that governed pregnant
New York City female teachers at that time,
she filed a sexual discrimination complaint
against the Board of Education. Over the
course of the next four years, Mrs. Plotz-
Pierce’s case ascended to the Court of Ap-
peals, whose decision led to the amendment
of the New York City Maternity By-Laws to re-

flect greater gender equity. Her long-fought
battle for equality in the system surely made
a tangible and vital difference in the lives of a
generation of New York City teachers.

After having her second child, she returned
to the classroom, where she remained until
her retirement in 1991. In 1992, Mrs. Plotz-
Pierce was invited to join the teaching fac-
ulties of Touro College and the Education De-
partment of City College. During the next
seven years, she trained and mentored new
teachers for the New York City Board of Edu-
cation, passing her years of knowledge and
experience on to the next generation.

Throughout a lifetime of learning, teaching,
and mentoring, Deborah Ritter Plotz-Pierce
has provided such inspiration to her students
that they gather after 35 years to celebrate
and thank her. She is truly a model educator,
and I join her students in thanking her for a
lifetime of dedication to the students of New
York City.

f

SCHEDULE

HON. RICHARD K. ARMEY
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 6, 2001
Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to

announce that the House has completed its
legislative business for the week.

The House will next meet for legislative
business on Monday, September 10 at 12:30
p.m. for morning hour and 2 o’clock p.m. for
legislative business. The House will consider a
number of measures under suspension of the
rules, a list of which will be distributed to
member’s offices tomorrow. On Monday, no
recorded votes are expected before 6 o’clock
p.m.

On Tuesday and the balance of the week,
the House will consider H.R. 2586, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2002.

Mr. Speaker, the International Relations
Committee has had under consideration today
H.R. 2646, the Farm Security Act of 2001. The
Agriculture Committee completed its consider-
ation of the bill prior to the Summer District
Work Period. As we move into next week, we
will also be taking a look at this important
piece of legislation as a possibility for consid-
eration on the floor.

One final note, Mr. Speaker: Next week will
be our only full week of legislative business in
the House during the month of September due
to the Jewish holidays that fall in the later half
of the month. After consultation with Minority
Leader GEPHARDT, I released an updated Sep-
tember schedule to all members last month
detailing the House’s schedule during the Jew-
ish holidays. If members have any questions
regarding the September schedule, they
should feel free to contact my floor office for
more information at any time.

f

TRIBUTE TO DOCTOR HARVEY
‘‘JERRY’’ CLAREMONT

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 6, 2001
Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to join the community of Shrewsbury, Massa-

chusetts in celebrating the nomination of Doc-
tor Harvey ‘‘Jerry’’ Claremont as the 2001
‘‘Spirit of Shrewsbury’’ Grand Marshall. For
many years, Dr. Claremont has been a distin-
guished member of the Shrewsbury commu-
nity, thanks to his countless efforts to help the
less fortunate.

Dr. Claremont and his wife, Anne Marie
Pelletier, have long given of their time. Over
the past twenty years, his family has adopted
seven Korean children into their home. In ad-
dition, over thirty children have stayed with the
family while they have been in this country re-
ceiving medical treatment. Dr. Claremont
worked for twenty-seven years as a general
and vascular surgeon while recruiting volun-
teers and founding Children’s HealthCare and
Nutritional Goals Through Education. That
group has sent volunteers to developing coun-
tries in order to see patients, perform oper-
ations, and deliver medical supplies. Dr. Clare-
mont was instrumental in creating a free med-
ical clinic in the town of Shrewsbury that is re-
sponsible for helping uninsured patients.

Mr. Speaker, it is with tremendous pride that
I acknowledge the outstanding work of Dr.
Harvey Claremont. I congratulate him, and
wish the town of Shrewsbury the best of luck
on the 2001 Spirit of Shrewsbury Celebration.

f

REQUIRING A REPORT ON THE OP-
ERATIONS OF THE STATE JUS-
TICE INSTITUTE

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 5, 2001

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I support pas-
sage of this bill and would like to commend
Chairman COBLE and Ranking Member BER-
MAN for bringing it to the full House. The State
Justice Institute was established as a non-
profit corporation in 1984 to award grants to
improve the quality of justice in State courts
and develop new and efficient solutions to
problems faced by all courts.

Unfortunately, Congress has not conducted
oversight over the Institute in approximately 15
years, so we have no information about how
it is functioning. This bill solves that problem
by requiring the Attorney General to submit a
report to Congress on how the Institute is
functioning and how successful its grants have
been in improving the quality of judicial edu-
cation. Once that report is received, Congress
can better oversee the Institute and determine
what resources it needs.

f

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF THE
FIVE MILLION HOUR SAFETY
MILESTONE ACHIEVED AT THE
DAVIS-BESSE NUCLEAR POWER
STATION OAK HARBOR, OHIO

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 6, 2001

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to express congratu-
lations to employees of the Davis-Besse Nu-
clear Power Station for having achieved a sig-
nificant safety milestone. On August 9, 2001
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